Hello, my name is Beth Faulhaber and I was born and raised in Molalla, OR. As you may or may
not know, Molalla's roots are in logging, and we still have two operating saw mills. My family
has been involved with the logging and mill industry for years. I am concerned about the
negative financial impact that the passage of SB-1530 would have for families, industries, and
the State as a whole. I have a decent job making $62,000 a year, but with a mortgage, car
payment, home equity line of credit for the extensive kitchen repairs that insurance did not
cover, and the every day expenses I pay my bills, but I am paycheck to paycheck on paying
those bills. The projected increase on gas prices will not only hit me at the pump, but they will
hit me at the stores as prices increase in direct relation to the higher cost of making and
delivering goods.
The highest emissions percentage for the State that I have seen is .04%....and it has been about
the same percent since the 1990's....it is in bad faith to include the "emergency" clause in this
bill....preventing Oregonians from participating in the political process because you may not like
what the majority says is simply just wrong, unfair, and unjust. In addition, I don't understand
why the solution has to be one that increases taxes (whether openly called taxes or not, that is
what they are in practice)....there are always multiple ways to solve problems....Timberunity
has researched and proposed a 4-point plan that addresses climate concerns, but does not tax
Oregonians out of jobs or decimate industries that have been the backbone of the State since
the beginning. I am a logical and rational person, it seems to me that it can only be a win-win to
look at the joint implementation of their plan, as it not only addresses climate concerns, but it
prevents the decimation of land and agricultural focused industries who understand what it
takes to care for our environment as they are the frontline doing it already every day.
Levying a tax cannot continue to be the only solution the legislature proposes to address
climate issues, budget issues, etc.....not only is it unimaginative, at some point you will tax us to
the point that you have no more tax payers to fund your "solutions" to issues....let's be better
than that, Oregonians deserve better than that, and future generations of Oregonians deserve
better than that. Attached please find the 4-Point Plan presented by Timberunity.
Thank you for your time and attention to this issue,
Beth Faulhaber
Molalla, OR

