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Wednesday, June 12, 2019 9:27:59 AM

Good morning, Senate President Peter Courtney, Chair Manning, Chair Comberg, and
members of the Subcommittee,
I am writing this morning to confirm that our testimony will get a hearing. I can coordinate
someone to read it on our behalf since we cannot be there in person.
I am also writing to add that we urge you to vote YES on HB 2001 but stand in strong
opposition to the -22 Amendment and believe the bill should be passed without it.
Thank you for your time and your service,
Maddie Maschger and Sunrise Movement PDX
On Tue, Jun 11, 2019 at 3:29 PM Maddie Maschger <maddie.maschger@gmail.com> wrote:
Good afternoon Chair Manning, Chair Gomberg, and members of the Subcommittee,
Attached you will find testimony in favor of House Bill 2001, submitted by myself on behalf
of Sunrise Movement PDX.
Thank you for your time and your service,
Maddie Maschger

SUNRISE MOVEMENT PDX
Tes mony by Maddie Maschger, age 24, on behalf of Sunrise Movement PDX:
Good a ernoon Chair Manning, Chair Gomberg, and members of the Subcommi ee,
Thank you for hearing public tes mony. My name is Maddie Maschger, I am 24 years old, and I live in a
historic fourplex in Portland’s Southeast Sunnyside neighborhood. I am wri ng on behalf of Sunrise
Movement PDX, an Oregon chapter of a na onwide, youth led climate ac on organiza on. We stand in
solidarity with Environment Oregon, the Oregon Housing Alliance, Habitat for Humanity, Oregon Abuse
Advocates & Survivors in Service, the Oregon Law Center, Portland Public Schools, and the City of Milwaukie.
We urge you to pass Speaker Kotek's House Bill 2001.
The IPCC has declared that we have under 11 years to radically transform our socie es and economies before
our climate fate is sealed. At the very heart of this is economic jus ce, aﬀordable housing, healthy land use,
and urban density. I will be 35 when my climate fate is sealed; many of my fellow ac vists will be even
younger. Our future depends on the swi , uncompromising ac on that you, the elected leaders tasked with
aver ng catastrophe, must take to rapidly decarbonize our economy.
Housing policy IS climate policy. We know that mul family homes emit a frac on of the carbon that single
family homes do— each household cuts their carbon emissions up to 20%. Building density in our urban cores
also increases the number of families who will be aﬀorded the opportunity to walk, bike, or take public transit
for their daily errands. 40% of Oregon’s carbon emissions come from transporta on, and if we are going to hit
our targets, changes in land‐use that make these op ons more cost‐eﬀec ve is nothing short of impera ve.
We know that missing‐middle housing is not only be er for the planet, but more ﬁnancially accessible for
many.
Many residents who depend on aﬀordable housing are members of our frontline communi es, speciﬁcally
low‐income people of color and houseless people. They bear the largest consequences of climate change and
displacement, and many members of these communi es are being pushed out of their ci es. Our exis ng
single family zoning mandates across the state are based in exclusive, racist paradigms of urban planning that
simply must be re red.
To meet the scale of this crisis, we have to say, “Yes in my backyard!” Every day that the construc on of luxury
McMansions con nues while the construc on of missing‐middle housing remains illegal is a day wasted in
our ever‐shortening window of opportunity. Habitat for Humanity, Portland Community Reinvestment
Ini a ves Inc., and Hacienda CDC have all endorsed the re‐legaliza on of missing‐middle housing, because
each dollar of state funding goes further. Luxury housing and urban sprawl do not grow healthy communi es.
We must relegalize alterna ves to the status quo that is killing our planet. My peers and I will live through the
next sixty years, through the en re life‐cycle of the decisions you are making, and through the worst, most
destruc ve eﬀects of the climate crisis if we do not act. A refusal to face the urgent reality of the climate crisis
will have a devasta ng impact on all of our futures.
Please, do the right thing and vote YES on HB 2001. We will be watching.

